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MONTESSORI STATUE DEDICATION 

June 24, 2918 

A big “thank you!” to each of you for being here today.  A huge “thank you!” to 

Carol Ann and Judy, who taught in this parish hall for decades, and Michelle and 

Nikki, who taught here in more recent years.  A big “thank you” to those who 

contributed to the purchase of this sculpture, and to Joan Sindler, who spent so 

much time and energy in communicating with you, and who planned and so 

graciously hosts the reception today.   

Author Frederick Buechner writes:  “There are two ways of remembering.  One 

way is to make an excursion from the living present back into the dead past.  The 

old sock remembers how things used to be when you and I were young, Maggie.  

The faraway look in his eyes is partly the beer and partly that he's really far away. 

“The other way [of remembering] is to summon the dead past back into the living 

present. The young widow remembers her husband, and he is there beside her.”1   

Today, we are not taking an excursion from the living present into a past which is 

no more – the almost 40 years that New Child Montessori Preschool was located 

in the parish hall of this church.  Rather, today we bring that past into the living 

present, to give thanks for the lasting, living legacy that those years of teaching in 

this place has left:  namely, the hundreds of “graduates” whose lives today are so 

much fuller and richer for having been taught and nurtured by Carol Ann, Judy, 

Michelle, and Nikki in this place.   

On the New Child Montessori Facebook page is stated its mission:  “…to provide 

a nurturing and stimulating environment which will enable each child to develop 

to their full potential. Our main goal is to encourage creativity and curiosity while 

instilling a love for learning which will last a lifetime.” 

The Montessori belief is that each child is created with unique potentials and gifts.  

With the proper environment and nurturing – which includes exposure to nature, 

creative opportunities, and beauty, as well as the encouragement of a child’s 

natural curiosity – the child’s potentials and gifts can flourish into fullness of life.   

“Instilling a love for learning which will last a lifetime” also points to the lasting, 

living legacy embodied in the children (most of them now adults) who were 

taught and nurtured in this place.  The lessons learned here – both conscious and 

unconscious – are now a living part of who they are.   

This sculpture provides a focal point for remembering – in Buechner’s second 

sense of that word:  bringing the past into the living present.  And it honors the 

appreciation of the infinite value of children which these Montessori teachers and 

Jesus both share.   
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Author Richard Rohr writes: 

“One of Jesus' favorite visual aids is a child. Every time [Jesus’] disciples get into 

head games, he puts a child in front of them.  He says the only people who can 

recognize and be ready for what he's talking about are the ones who come with 

the mind and heart of a child.” 2  “Let the children come to me,” Jesus said. 

“Don’t stop them!  For the Kingdom of heaven belongs to those who are like 

these children.” 3 

This sculpture also reminds us that a part of each of us is still a child.  Again, 

Frederick Buechner writes in his inimitable way:  “We weren’t born yesterday.  

We are from Missouri.  But we are also from somewhere else.  We are from Oz, 

from Looking-Glass Land, from Narnia, and from Middle Earth.  If with part of 

ourselves we are men and women of the world and share the sad unbeliefs of the 

world, with a deeper part, still, the part where our best dreams come from, it is as 

if we were indeed born yesterday, or almost yesterday, because we are also all of 

us children still.  No matter how forgotten and neglected, there is a child in all of 

us who is not just willing to believe in the possibility that maybe fairy tales are 

true after all but who is to some degree in touch with that truth.” 4 

The openness, vulnerability, and teachability of that child inside each of us 

contrasts with the overconfident certainty with which so many of us adults today 

approach the world.  The child within us reminds us that we don’t know 

everything, but, as the Montessori school’s mission states, we are lifelong 

learners, open to having our hearts and minds grow and be changed. 

Today we dedicate this sculpture.  Webster’s dictionary says that to dedicate 

means “to set apart seriously for a special purpose.”  So today we set apart this 

sculpture for the special purpose of bringing into the living present those 

important experiences that happened here, when hearts and minds were filled with 

great curiosity, openness, wonder, and potential.  Today, we set aside this 

sculpture for the special purpose of stirring within us gratitude for the experiences 

of those special days past.  Today, we set aside this sculpture for the special 

purpose of calling forth the child that is still in each of us.  Today, we set aside 

this sculpture for the special purpose of reminding us that we don’t know 

everything, but that we are lifelong learners.  Today, we set aside this sculpture 

for the special purpose of honoring and thanking and celebrating the teachers, 

helpers, students, and parents who were part of the amazing adventure of learning 

in this place for so many years.  Today, we set aside this sculpture for the special 

purpose of ever holding in our hearts and minds God’s precious gift of children – 

of whatever culture, nation, race, or language. 

May this sculpture ever serve these special purposes for all of us, and anyone who 

beholds it.   

Carol Ann, Judy, Michelle, Nikki, helpers, parents, students – THANK YOU! 
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1 Originally published in Wishful Thinking 

2 “Begin Again in Each Moment,” Daily Meditation, Wednesday, 

December 30, 2015 https://cac.org/begin-again-in-each-moment-2015-12-

30/ 

3 Matthew 19:14, Mark 10:14, Luke 18:16 

4 Originally published in Telling the Truth  

https://cac.org/begin-again-in-each-moment-2015-12-30/
https://cac.org/begin-again-in-each-moment-2015-12-30/

