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Epiphany 2, Year A

January 19, 2014
John 1:29-41   The next day John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, "Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  This is he of whom I said, 'After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'  I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel." And John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.  I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, 'He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.'  And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God."  The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, "Look, here is the Lamb of God!"  The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, "What are you looking for?" They said to him, "Rabbi" (which translated means Teacher), "where are you staying?"  He said to them, "Come and see." They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o'clock in the afternoon.  One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  He first found his brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which is translated Anointed).

John the Baptist was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Behold, the Lamb of God!”  The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” 

What are you looking for?  It is an important question for each of us to ask, especially at the beginning of a new year.  

What are you looking for?  Why are you here this morning?  Why are you not at home sleeping in, or leisurely reading through the Sunday Gazette or Chieftain as you sip that cup of coffee, or getting the food ready for the Broncos–Patriots game, or cleaning house, catching up on the things you didn’t accomplish this week – doing something productive?  Why are you here on this winter morning?  What are you looking for?  

Thirty years ago, Newsweek ran an article on the national census, pointing out how modern statistical methods make gathering information about Americans so very accurate.  The article stated, “Uncle Sam’s armies of statisticians… can expound on life and its quality, and on death and its causes.  They can analyze sex and birth, divorce and income, crime and eating habits… As a result, America knows more about itself than ever before.”  (Newsweek, 1/17/83)  

But do we really?  Yes, we may know everything about our collective habits, or about our collective opinions – be they our opinions on the Affordable Care Act, the economy, or global warming.  But what do we really know about ourselves?  What is our purpose in life?  Where do we find meaning?  

What are you looking for?   

Dr. Viktor Frankl spent much of WWII in Nazi concentration camps.  He was convinced that what allowed him to survive starvation, torture, humiliation, and totally inhuman treatment was his realization – early in his imprisonment – that there was one thing the Nazis could not take from him:  the conviction that his life had value.  In his book Man’s Search for Meaning, Viktor Frankl wrote, “There is nothing in the world that would so effectively help one to survive even the worst conditions as the knowledge that there is a meaning in one’s life.  He who has a ‘why’ to live for can bear almost any ‘how’.”  

Paul Pruyser was a leader in the psychological theory which states that a sense of vocation, a guiding purpose and a central mission in life are important to the development of a mature and healthy personality.  Pruyser did not mean a sense of vocation as a career choice, but rather “a person’s willingness to be a cheerful participant in the scheme of creation and providence, so that a sense of purpose is attached to one’s doings which validates one’s existence under one’s Creator.” (Paul W. Pruyser, The Minister As Diagnostician, Philadelphia:  The Westminster Press, 1976, p.76)  We Christians, when we are at our best, are motivated by the conviction that we are part of something far greater than ourselves:  part of God’s plan of creation, redemption, and sanctification.  That is one of the main reasons we come here to worship, week after week:  to remind ourselves of that truth, that deep-seated meaning for our lives.  You and I are co-creators with God, co-redeemers with Christ, co-sanctifiers with the Holy Spirit.  

In his Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells the crowd, “YOU are the light of the world.” (Mt. 5:14)  You and I are the light of the world!  Do we claim that identity and live it out, spreading the light of Christ’s love wherever we go, as our Collect today asks?  Or do we see ourselves as less than that, identify with our ego selves, and live out of our ego desires?  

What are you looking for?  Why are you here today?  
Richard Rohr believes that all sin can be seen as a form of addiction, and addictions come about when we lose a deep, abiding sense of meaning in life, and try to fill that void with alcohol, sex, buying things, constant entertainment, etc.  In a recent email devotional, Fr. Rohr wrote:  “Listen to the news or look around and within you—it is clear that we are mostly going nowhere.  Each individual is on his or her own to find and create his or her personal meaning.  This does not work, especially for the young.  As a result, there is little sense of the common good.  Thus we are repeating the same patterns that produce violence, suffering, emotional immaturity, and death.  We need new ways of thinking and being to engage with others through our simple humanity, our brokenness, differences, and complexity.  We must do the hard work of learning to live a generative life for others, living out our sacred soul task in service to the world.”

And so we come here, week after week, to reconnect with our True Selves, our deepest meaning, and with that Person who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life”.  We come here to remind ourselves of who we truly are in Christ -- not only our individual identities, but our identities as members one of another, members of the body of Christ, needing each other, giving and receiving from each other, serving one another.
And my friends, if you are at all like me, you need that reminding, for the world out there nurtures a different kind of identity from that which we truly are in Christ.  The world out there tells us that our goal in life is to compete, compare, conquer, consume, be comfortable.  I against you, we against them:  Our political party against the other political party, our faith against the faith of others, our football team against the other, our nation against other nations.  Never mind that we are all children of one God!  The world outside those doors tells us that more is better, getting even trumps forgiveness, the sufferings of others are of little concern to us.  The world outside those doors would tell us that giving to others means that we have less for ourselves.  The world outside these doors tells us that busy-ness is the highest good, while time spent with God in silent prayer and worship, reconnecting to our true selves, created in the image of God, is simply a waste of time.

Explorer and author Sir Laurens van der Post wrote:  “Once what you are living and what you are doing has for you meaning, it is irrelevant whether you are happy or unhappy.  You are content.  You are not alone in your spirit.  You belong.”  That is what happens when, like the Prodigal Son, we finally “come to ourselves”.  (Luke 15:17)
What are you looking for?  I believe that each of us, at a fundamental level of our being, is looking in large part for meaning and belonging.  And our Christian faith tells us that we are created in the image of God, we belong to God, and in Christ we belong to one another.  We gather together each week to be reminded of who we are and whose we are, to join together in re-committing ourselves to God and to each other, to offer to God our lives and the symbols of our lives, and to receive from Word, Sacrament, and one another the strength, love, and Life of God’s Spirit.  And then – so strengthened, reminded, and encouraged – we are sent out to shine the light of Christ’s love into this corner of God’s world which is our mission and privilege to touch, to live a life of radical generosity, gratitude, and service.
That, I believe, is our calling.  Is that what you are looking for?  Is that why you are here today?
AMEN
