
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily
visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming,
may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



This collect comes from the
8th Century. It reminds us
of Luke 19:44, where Jesus
enters Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday and weeps over the
city, saying “you

(Jerusalem) did not know the time of your visitation”.
The people of the city did not recognize that God had
visited them in the person of Jesus – this person
whom today’s Gospel tells us is Emmanuel – “God
with us”.



This last Sunday of Advent (which means
“coming”), a season when we have recalled
Jesus’ coming in the past and his promised
coming in the future, we now pray that our

consciences may be purified by his “daily
visitation” – his coming to us each day of our
lives.



In the Collect, we pray that, in contrast to
his first Advent when there was no place for
him in the inn, “he may find in us a mansion
prepared for himself”. It also contrasts with
King Ahaz’s rejection of God in today’s OT
reading, and affirms Mary’s and Joseph’s
faithful, vulnerable openness to his coming
(today’s Gospel). Their consciences were
pure.



The prayer that a mansion be prepared in us
for Christ’s coming, in contrast to the “no
place in the inn” of Bethlehem, is similar to
something said by the 17th Century German
poet, Franciscan priest, physician and mystic
Angelus Selesius, who wrote,

“Christ could be born a thousand
times in Bethlehem – but all in

vain until He is born in me.”



The “Collect”

In early Christian liturgies, the opening
prayer became designated as the “Collect”,
presumably because it summed up or
“collected” the prayers of the individuals
gathered for prayer. Later, the word
“Collect” came to designate a particular form
of prayer, with these elements:



•Address

•Ascription

•Petition

•Result

•Mediation

•Doxology



An example:

•Address Almighty and everliving God,

•Ascription in Christ you have revealed your
glory among the nations.

•Petition Preserve the works of your mercy,

•Result that your church throughout the world
may persevere with steadfast faith in the confession
of your name;

•Mediation through Jesus Christ our Lord,

•Doxology who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



Not all the elements are present in all collects,
nor do they always follow this order .



Today’s Collect is:

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your
daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared
for himself; who lives and reigns with you, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
for ever. Amen.

What is the Address?



•Address Almighty God

What is the ascription?

Purify our conscience, Almighty God,
by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find
in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.



•Address Almighty God

•Ascription: None

What is the petition?

Purify our conscience, Almighty God,
by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find
in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.



•Address Almighty God
•Ascription: None
•Petition: Purify our conscience by your daily
visitation

What is the result?

Purify our conscience, Almighty God,
by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find
in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.



•Address Almighty God
•Ascription: None
•Petition: Purify our conscience by your daily
visitation
•Result: that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming,
may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;

What is the mediation?

Purify our conscience, Almighty God,
by your daily visitation, that your Son
Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find
in us a mansion prepared for himself;
who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.



•Address Almighty God
•Ascription: None
•Petition: Purify our conscience by your daily
visitation
•Result: that your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming,
may find in us a mansion prepared for himself;
•Mediation: None

The rest is therefore the doxology
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by
your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus
Christ, at his coming, may find in us a
mansion prepared for himself; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.



Sanctifying Time



There is a rhythm to life which we see patterned all
around us: the seasons of nature, the rhythm of
the sun rising and setting, waking and sleeping,
our own biological clocks, our circadian rhythms;
women having monthly menstrual cycles. Birds
and Monarch Butterflies have internal
mechanisms to know when to migrate, fish when
to spawn, bears when to hibernate, trees when to
turn color and drop their leaves, cicadas when to
emerge – every 17 years – from the ground.



Insects have some very
complicated – but predictable
– life cycles.



Cycles of time are inherent in Creation – which
Genesis says God completed in 7 days. “And there
was evening, and morning, the First Day…
Evening and morning, the Second Day…”



The ancient Jews celebrated their feast days
at specific times on their lunar calendar. For
example, “In the first month, on the
fourteenth day of the month between the two
evenings is the LORD's Passover. And on
the fifteenth day of the same month is the
feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD;
seven days ye shall eat unleavened bread.”

– Leviticus 23:5



The Christian Church developed its own
Calendar, which is its own way of
sanctifying time, helping us to live our lives
in relation to the events of the revelation of
God in Jesus Christ and the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit.



Henri Nouwen said that our lives can be seen as
cycling in and out of the same events that Jesus did:
We all have our times on the cross (betrayal, denial,
flagellation, crucifixion); we all have our 3 days in
the tomb, our resurrections, our ascensions, our
Pentecosts, our Bethlehems when we are born anew,
our rejections in our own home towns (like Jesus in
Nazareth) and among our own families and friends.
We don’t stay in any one of these all the time, but
rather we cycle in and out of them.



The Christian Calendar developed over centuries.
The first liturgical season to be celebrated was
Easter, since the death and resurrection of Jesus
was the Church’s first proclamation: “He is
risen!” The centrality of the resurrection caused
the early Christians (who were mostly Jews) to
change their primary day of worship from
Saturday (Sabbath) to Sunday (the Day of
Resurrection).



In The Faith-Seeking Journey, the Great Vigil of
Easter is the highpoint of our time together, just as it
was for the early Christians. At one time, baptisms
could only be performed at the Great Vigil.

Over time, a period of preparation and instruction
before baptism developed, beginning 40 days (not
including Sundays) before Easter. “Seekers” (or
catechumens) were initiated into a new stage of their
Christian journey, the Enlightenment period.
Members of the church walked along with them
during this time of reflection, prayer, and learning.



Sometime during the 5th Century, Christmas
began to be celebrated on Dec. 25th (in the
Western Church). The Christmas season lasts
12 days. Advent (the four Sundays before
Christmas) and Epiphany (Jan. 6) developed
as seasons centered around Jesus’ birth.

There are two cycles of the church calendar,
then:



1. A “Fixed Cycle”, The Christmas Cycle (Advent,
Christmas, and Epiphany), which is “fixed”
around the set date of December 25, and

2.A “Variable Cycle”, The Easter Cycle, the dates of
which vary from year to year, since the date of
Easter is set by the lunar calendar.





The Lectionary



The use of a lectionary, or prescribed readings
for a particular day, goes back to Jewish
synagogue worship before the birth of Jesus.
The early Christians, mostly Jews, continued
this practice, reading only from the Jewish Bible
until the writings which we know as the New
Testament came to have authority. These New
Testament writings, and especially the Gospels,
were read according to the dates of the
celebrations the growing Christian Church
observed.



Until the Roman Catholic Church’s Second
Vatican Council (1962-1965), most Western
Christians (Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans,
and those Methodists who employed the
lectionary of Wesley) used a lectionary that
repeated on a one-year basis.

In our 1928 Book of Common Prayer, the full
texts of these lessons were printed in the
Prayer Book.



With the sweeping reforms initiated by the
Roman Catholic Church at the Second Vatican
Council (1962-1965), focus was put on reading
more of the Bible in worship. In the 3-Year Cycle
of Readings which that Council developed, a
form of which – called The Revised Common
Lectionary -- we now use, most all of the New
Testament is read over three years, a good portion
of the Old Testament is read, and the Psalms are
read through several times.



Each Sunday of the 3-year cycle has its
own “proper” Collect of the Day, set of
Scripture readings, and Preface for the
Eucharistic Prayer.

This set of assigned readings is therefore
called the “Proper for the Day”.



To me, it is awesome that many mainline
Christian denominations the world over are
reading the same readings on any given
Sunday – and often they are the same
readings the Church has been reading on
that Sunday for centuries!



I addition, the ecumenical group which came up
with the Revised Common Lectionary, the
Consultation on Common Texts (CCT), has also
agreed on common English translations of such
important worship texts as the Gloria, the
Sanctus, the Creeds, the Lord’s Prayer, etc., so
that we all use the same words when we read
these texts.

Member denominations of the CCT include:



The Anglican Church of Canada
Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Christian Reformed Church in North America
Church of the Brethren
Episcopal Church
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada
Free Methodist Church in Canada
Liturgy and Life: American Baptist Fellowship of Liturgical Renewal
Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod
Mennonite Church
National Conference of Catholic Bishops of the United States
Polish National Catholic Church
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
Presbyterian Church in Canada
Reformed Church in America
Unitarian Universalist Christian Fellowship
United Church of Canada
United Church of Christ
United Methodist Church
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod



In practice, not all churches of these
denominations use the Lectionary regularly in
worship. The Episcopal Church requires it be
used (though an exception can be made from time
to time). More Scripture is read in Episcopal
Churches each Sunday than most other
denominations.


